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Tomas BRUMSALL Efq; 


One ofhis Majeſty 'sJuſtices 


of the Peace for the 
county of Bedford. 


SIR, 


HE following plain 
diſcourſe had not 
been made publick 

bue at your importunity : 
as you were pleaſed to ex- 


preſs a ſatisfaction in the 
hearing of it, I hope it may 


be of farther ſervice in the 


peruſal. That you may 
be diſtinguiſhed 1 in the ſta- 
tion 
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tion in which providence 
has fix'd you, by an exten- 
{ive uſefulneſs, and after 
many happy days on 
earth, enjoy a glorious im- 


3 is the earneſt 
deſire of 


. — 


STIR, 
Your obliged friend. 


and ſeryant in the goſpel, 


Samuel Wilſon. 


n. 


"PE 


Hoſeah xi. 8, 9. 
How ſhall I give thee up Ephraim? 
how ſball I deliver thee Iſruel? 
how ſhall I make thee as Admah? 
how ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim? 
mine heart is turn'd within me; 
my repentings are kindled toge- 
ther: IT will not execute the 
. Frerceneſs of mine anger; Iwill 
not return to deſtroy Ephraim ; 
for I am God, and not man, the 
holy one in the mid/t of thee, and 
Iwill not enter into the city. . 


S there is ſomething inimitably grand 
and ſublime in ſome parts of the ſtile 
of the ſacred oracles, where the 
ſubject as lofty and glorious requires 
it; and as there is a noble plainneſs and ſimpli- 
City in other inſtances not to be equalPd by the 
greateſt maſters of language; ſo the moſt mov- 
ing paſſages of the moſt perſwaſive orators are 

not comparable, or to be mention'd, with the 
glowing Pathos which we frequently _ 
ae: B wit 


2 G O Ds Compaſſion 10 
with in the inſpired writings : of this kind is 
that of the prophet Iſaiah *, © Can a woman 
forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not 
have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? 
Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget 
thee, Behold I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands; thy walls are continually 
before me.” And how ſurprizingly Rriking 
and affecting is that of the prophet Jeremy: 
Is Ephraim my dear ſon ? Is he a pleaſant 
child? for ſince I ſpake againſt him, I do 
earneſtly remember him ſtill ; therefore my 
bowels are troubled for him: I will ſurely 
have mercy on him, ſaith the Lord.” And 
who of us, that has the ſtone in any meaſure 
taken out of his heart, can hear or read the 
words of the text without an emotion of 
mind; every: ſentence ſtrikes the paſſions, 
and not a word but has its tendency to awa- 
ken the tendereſt ſentiments of love and gra- 
titude. ?Tis the language of him who. is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, to an un- 
worthy generation, who had for a long time, 
and very greatly, provok'd him. And it we 
take their character from the prophet's ac- 
count in the verſe before the text, that they 
were God's people indeed, by character and 
profeſſion, but were bent to backſlide; and 
notwithſtanding the zeal and affection of the 
prophets, who were continually calling upon 
them to acknowledge and worſhip the molt 
| * Ifaiah xlix. 13, 14, 15. | 
high, 


an ungrate ſul People. 3 
high; none of them comparatively would be 
perſwaded to exalt him. 
Such a view of their temper and behavi- 
our muſt leave us aſtoniſh'd at the divine pity 
and condeſcention, expreſs'd in the text. In- 
ſtead of how ſhall I give thee up Ephraim ?” 
might we not have expected that God ſhould 
in the fierceneſs of his anger have ſaid, ſhall 
not my foul be avenged on ſuch a people as 
this? But to let us ſee that he is God, and 
not man, that his thoughts are not as our 
thoughts, nor his ways as our ways, he 
breaks forth with an © how ſhall I give thee 
up? 4. d. you have altogether deſerv'd this 
at my hands: Were I to deſtroy you as I 
overthrew the cities of the plain, by a deluge 
of fire and brimſtone from heaven; make you 
the monuments of my juſt wrath and indigna- 
tion : Should I make you as Admah, fet you 
as Zeboim, you would have no room to itn- 
peach my juſtice, or complain of the proce- 
dure as unrighteous ; but mine heart 1s turn'd 
within me; my repentings are kindled toge- 
ther. There is a kind of ſtruggle between 
mercy and juſtice, pity and reſentment | but 
the iſſue is in your favour, I will not exe- 
cute the fierceneſs of mine anger; I will not 
| return to deſtroy Ephraim; tor I am God, 


| mercy without bounds, I could never have 
| bore ſo much, or ſo long with you; but I 
am Jehovah, who change not, and therefore 
LL B 2 ye 


and not man. Were not my patience and 
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ye ſons of Jacob are not conſum'd.“ And to 
this another reaſon is added, taken from the 
tokens of God's ſpecial preſence among them; 
which, notwithſtanding their great degene- 
racy, were not wholly taken from them. © I 
am the holy one in the midſt of thee; this 
is my name and memorial in all generations; 
this has been known among the heathens, and 
therefore I will not give it up to reproach, 
by entering into the city as an enemy, to o- 
verthrow and deſtroy it.” Now, as what 
was written under the old teſtament diſpen- 
ſation was deſign'd for our inſtruction, and 
no part of ſcripture is of ſo private an inter- 
pretation as not to be accommodated to the 
uſe and benefit of the church, we may ob- 
{crve in theſe words, 


I, Something ſuppos'd, that the ſins and pro- 
. vocations of this profeſſing people were 
come to that height, as to deſerve the ſe- 
vereſt inſtances of the divine reſentment; 

- God might juſtly have made them as Ad- 

mah, and have ſet them as Zeboim. 

II. A kind of heſitation or deliberation with 
reſpect to the giving of them up to deſtruc- 
tion: “ how ſhall I give thee up Ephraim? 
how ſhall I deliver thee Iſrael?“ 

III. A gracious determination in their fa- 
your: © mine heart is turn'd within me ; 
my repentings are kindled together; I 
will not execute the fierceneſs of ming 

anger ; 
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anger; I will not return to deftroy E- 
phraim ?“ 9s 

IV. The reaſon of this reſolution ; ©© I am 

God, and not man, the holy one in the 


midſt of thee ; therefore I will not enter 
into the city.” 


We begin with the firſt of theſe. 

I. Something ſuppos'd that the ſins and 
provocations of this people under a profeſ- 
ſion, were come to that height as to deſerve 


the ſevereſt inſtances of the divine reſent- 


ment; God might juſtly. have made them as 
Admah, and have ſet them as Zeboim. 

Sin, as it is the tranſgreſſion of the law of 
God, and containing a practical diſpute of his 
authority, and denial of his perfections, muſt 
neceſſarily be the abominable evil which his 
foul hates. Wherever it 1s committed, it 


expoſes the criminal to his vengeance ; and 
as this ariſes from the dependance of the 
creature upon the creator, ſo where he is 


pleaſed to indulge with peculiar favours, the 


guilt is more aggravated, in proportion to the 


ingratitude of it. The heathen (in with- 
out excuſe; but what {hall we ſay of that na- 
tion of whom it may be affirm'd, you only 
have I known of all the families of the earth.” 
If they are found to rebel, how juſtly may it 


be added, © therefore you will I puniſh for your 


iniquities,” That this was the caſe of Iſrael 


at the time of the delivery of this prophecy, 


cannot 
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told *, © that there was no truth nor mercy, 
nor knowledge of God in the land; by ſwear- 
ing and lying, and killing and ſtealing, and 
committing adultery, they break out, and 
blood toucheth blood.” And, together with 
this, they are charged with the crying ſin of 
idolatry, which was the more heinous as they 
were diſtinguiſh'd with abundant notices of 
the divine glory and excellency; fo that if 
God had cut them off from being a people, 


where he gives largely he may reaſonably 
require the more. Now from this account 
which the- prophet gives us of this people, 
without attending to what was peculiar in 
their cafe, we may obſerve in general, that 
the fins of a profeſſing nation are at a ver 
great height, and deſerve the ſevereſt of God's 
judgments, | 4 Oe 
1f, When profaneneſs and blaſphemy, drun- 
| Kenneſs and debauchery prevail, and are coun- 
tenanc'd by perſons almoſt of every age and 
character. ene 
We are not indeed to expect, ſince the ſad 
depravity of human nature occaſion'd by the 
fall, but that there will be ſome who will 
run into all exceſs of riot; nor is it ſurpriz- 
ing to meet with the follies of raw, giddy 
and unexperienc'd youth: But when men of 
years and underſtanding, eminent in office, 


| * Chap. iv. 1, 2. 
and 


cannot be diſputed, in as much as we are 


he had acted righteouſly, in as much as 


P ms. A ac a ce... 


8h 


an ungrate ſul People. 7 


and diſtinguiſh'd in ſtation, ſhall render them- 
ſelves infamous by an eager purſuit of ſenſual 
enjoyments; when the moſt horrid oaths and 
imprecations, make up the greateſt part of 
their converſation; when they are not con- 
tent to be wicked alone, but ſtudiouſly en- 


deavour to engage their friends and families 


in the ſame abominations ; when every thing 
that is ſerious becomes the ſubject of their 
deriſion and mockery, and the very name of 
a ſaint treated with ſcurrility and contempt ; 
when practical atheiſm and irreligion come 
to this height, what of yengeance may we 
not juſtly fear from a righteous God, who is 


jealous of his glory, © and will not hold him 


guiltleſs who takes his name in vain.” 

2. A general oppoſition to the truth, at- 
tended with the ſpread and encouragement 
of pernicious errors and hereſies among a peo- 
ple once famous for adhering to it, undoubt- 
edly threatens their ruin and overthrow, 
and eſpecially when its pretended friends are 
careleſs and indifferent about it. It is certain 
that we all ſee but in part, and know but in 
part, and therefore it is not to be expected 
but there will be differing ſentiments among 
profeſſors: But where the bible is received 
as the only rule of faith, publickly to diſpute, 
and openly to deny, and wickedly to reproach 
and villity the important doctrines contain'd 
in it, mult be an iniquity greatly provoking in 
the light of the Lord. 

Truth 
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8 60 De Compaſſion to 
Truth is valuable for its own fake; nor 
is any part of it to be ſacrific'd to the hu- 
mours or luſts of men: But there are ſome 
truths of the greateſt conſequence, in which 
the divine glory is nearly concern'd, and which 
are the foundation of our hope and conſolation; 
fuch as the deity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which intitles him to the worſhip, and ren- 
ders him equal to the truſt and expeQation 
of his people. The compleat ſatisfaction a- 
gain which he made to offended juſtice in their 
behalt, together with the imputation of his 
righteouſneſs to them for their juſtification 
and acceptance.. To this may be added, the 
neceſſity and efficacy of the grace of God in 
regeneration and ſanctification, and the ſecu- 
rity of a believer in his intereſt in a covenant 
well order'd in all things, and ſure, Theſe 
are ſome of the peculiar doctrines of Revela- 
tion, which we meet with no where elſe, 
and which are laid down there with the ut- 
molt plainneſs and evidence. Andas we are 
infinitely indebted to the divine goodneſs tor 
theſe diſcoveries, ſo the contempt with which 
they are treated, he eſteems directed againſt 
himſelf, and we have reaſon to fear will re- 


ſent accordingly : and eſpecially if whilſt the 


enemy is bold and daring, and making his 
advances with a too fatal ſucceſs, thole who 
by office and character ſhould be valiant for 
the truth, are neutral, cold, and indifterent,and 
ſeem rather ambitious of the reputation of a 
7 miſcall'd 
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miſcallèd charity towards the worſt of Chriſt's 
enemies, than ſollicitous to approve them- 
ſelves faithful to him who hath ſet them for 
the defence of the goſpel; remarkable is the 
threatning denounc'd againſt ſuch as theſe in the 
caſe of the church of Laodicea. * ** I know, ſays 
Chriſt, thy works, that thou art neither cold 
nor hot: I wou'd' thou wert cold or hot, ſo 
then becauſe thou art luke-warm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will ſpew thee out of my mouth. 
The avowed indignities of Chriſt's profels'd 
enemies, are not more provoking than the 
cowardice, {lights and neglects of his pretend- 
ed friends; and where both theſe meet to- 
gether, no wonder if he comes out of his 
place in a way of judgment. | 

3. This again may be fear'd where profeſ- 
ſors allow themſelves in the habitual neglect 
of private, family, and publick worſhip, or 
where they are ſatisfied with a meer external, 
lifeleſs, and formal performance of them. 
To call upon the name of the Lord, and by 
prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving to 
| make known our requeſts unto him, is un- 
doubtedly at once our duty and our priviledge. 
And as we have our perſonal wants daily re- 
turning upon us, and are laid under perſonal, 
obligations in their continual ſupply from the 
divine bounty; as we are each of us ſeverally 
daily ſinning againſt the Lord, ſo to retire 

* Revel. iii. 15, 16. 
and 


r 
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and pour out our ſouls before him in confeſ- 
ſions, petitions and praiſes, will be eaſily al- 
low'd to be our reaſonable ſervice: This is 
what our Lord ſuppoſes wow'd be the prac- 
tice of his diſciples, When he ſays, But thou 
when thou ptayeft, enter into the thy cloſet ”. 
And when thou ' haft ſhut thy door, pray to 
thy Father which is in ſecret, and thy Father 
which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee open- 
Yr Nor has the neceſſity and importance of 
mily and publick worſhip at any time been 
calld in queſtion, fo that to reſtrain prayer 
before God, and refuſe to call upon his name, 
and when this is the caſe, not of a few perſons 
or families only, but of the generality of pro- 
feſſors, how juſtly may it be fear'd that he 
will +< proceed to pour out his fury upon 
them”. And eſpecially if of the few who 
dare not wholly omit the outward perfor- 
matice of theſe duties, the greateſt part only 
dfaw near to God with their lips, whilſt their 
Hearts are far from him. : 
4. An ungrateful negle& of ſignal Mercies 
and eminent deliverances, attended with the 
lighting and contemning of leſſer judgments, 
is à farther inſtance of ingratitude and ſtupi- 
dity, which may juſtly be puniſhed with a 
ift deſtruction. Tis a heavy charge againſt 
Tſrael; that“ they forgat the works of the Lord, 
and his wonders which he had ſhown them, 
_ * Math. vi. 6. + fer. 2. . | 
| PAL Ixxvili. 11, 12, 17, 31, 32, 59. compar'd. 


the 
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the marvellous: things which he did in the 
light of their fathers in the land of Egypt in 
the field of Zoan; that in the midſt of the 
glorious miracles which he wrought in their 
tavour, they ſinned yet more againſt him, by 
provoking him in the wilderneſs, and that 
after all they had ſeen of his power, they be- 
leiv*d not in God, and truſted not in his fat 
vation. When the Lord heard this, we are 
told he was wrath, and ſo a fire was kindled 
againſt Jacob, and anger alſo came up againſt 
Iracl, and yet even this had fo little an im- 
preſſion upon them, that it is added, after 
God in his wrath had ſlew the fatteſt of them, 


and ſmote down the choſen men of Iſrael, for 


all this they ſinned ſtill, and believed not for 
his wondrous works,” till at length, for their 
ingratitude, it came to that paſs, that God 
was not only wroth with, but even abhorr'd 
Iſrael. And how affecting is the account 


which the prophet Amos gives of the incor- 


rigibleneſs of that rebellious people; how that 
after they had been viſited with the fore 
judgments of famine, drought and peſtilence, 
God declares yet had they not return'd unto 
him; and in the fierceneſs of his Wrath, adds, 
* Therefore, this will IJ do unto thee, O Iſrael, 
and becauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare 
to-meet thy God, O Urael,” where the riches 
of his goodneſs and forbearance are deſpis'd, 
where remarkable ſalvations wrought by his 


* Amos iv. 6 wm 13. 
* Ba hand 
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hand are overlook'd and diſregarded, and the 
tokens of his diſpleaſure lightly ſet by and 
neglected, no wonder if he comes out of his 
place, and by terrible things in righteouſneſs, 
makes known his power in the puniſhment of 
ſuch iniquities, 

Thus we have given you ſome inſtances in 
which the {ins of a profeſſing people may be ſaid 
to deſerve the ſevereſt inſtances of the divine 
reſentment, and if each of theſe are of that 
kind, what muſt we conclude of a nation 
where they all meet and prevail. Will not 
the judge of the earth make them as Admah, 
and ſet them as Zeboim ? no doubt he righte- 
ouſly may, but the caſe is not abſolutely deſ- 
perate : For, | 


II. Here is a kind of heſitation or delibera- 
tion,“ how ſhall I give the up Ephraim? how 
{hall I deliver the Iſrael?” That God is un- 
changeable in his nature and purpoſes might 
eaſily be prov'd from his infinite perfection, 
and the ſcripture declares that * © he is Jeho- 
vah, who changeth not“. + © The father of 
lights with whom is no variableneſs nor ſha- 
dow of turning”. His counſel is repreſented 
as immutable, ſo that there can be no debate 
properly ſpeaking, in the divine mind about 
any thing. He is never undetermin'd, or at a 
loſs, hath no occaſion to deliberate in himſelf 
Mal. 1,6. f James i. 17. 


what 
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what is beſt to be done; for he is always of 


one mind, nor is there any thing new to him, 


who ſees all his works from 1 
| 


to the end. When he ſays therefore, how {ha 

I give the up Ephraim? we are to underſtand 
It as an expreſſion of his condeſcention to our 
weakneſs, and not as implying any defect in his 
knowledge, or the leaſt irreſolution *. It ſig- 
nifies that God never puniſhes arbitrarily, 
or out of choice; he may indeed ſovereignly 
determine the quality and time of the puniſh- 
ment, but he never proceeds ' to vengeance 
where there is no guilt; nor does he cut off 
but upon the greateſt provocations; and even 
when this is the caſe, and his glory calls for 
it, 'tis with a fort of difficulty and reluctance 
that he proceeds againſt the offender. Thus, 
upon Abraham's pleading for Sodom, God de- 
clares if there were but ten righteous perſons 


in that city, he would ſpare it for their ſakes. 


And we are told that our Lord weeping over 
Jeruſalem ſaid, 4“ O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou 
that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them which 
are ſent unto thee, how often would I have 


* We have frequent inſtances of this kind in ſcripture, as 
that of Jeremiah, chap. iii. 19. Howſhall I put thee among the 
children, and give thee a pleaſant land, a goodly heritage of the 
hoſts of nations? And fo in that fore-menrioned paſſage, chap. 
xxxi. 20 Is Ephraim my dear ſon ? &c. from which we can no 
more infer that God is 1gnorant or changeable, than when we 
read ofthe eyes, the arm, or the hand of the Lord, imagine 
that he has a body or members as we have: Divines well ob- 


or that paſſtones tribuuntur Deo non quoad affectum ſed 
ectum. | 


+ Math. xxiii. 27, 


have 
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gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
wou d not.” * If thou hadſt known, even thou 

in this thy day the things which belong to thy 
peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes. 
He never willingly greives nor afflicts the chil- 
dren of men; ſo that the debate in the text 
is, as if God had ſaid, How ſhall I give you up? 
This is what my juſtice and holineſs ſeem to 
demand. When I call to mind what I have 
done for you in a way of favour, and obſerve 
the profeſſion you have made of love and 
obedience, and come to reckon up the num- 
ber and aggravations of your tranſgreſſions, 
ſhall T ſufter my name to be diſhonour'd, my 
law to be broken with impunity ? Is it not 
better that ſuch cumberers of the ground 
ſhould be utterly deftroy*d, than for me to 
ſeem to connive at wickedneſs, by deferring 
topuniſh ? If I ſpare, will not ſinners, take the 


ty? Will it not be a reflection on my glory, 
as if I had not power-or will to avenge 
2 quarrel with them? What have they to 
offe 


ſhould not immediately paſs? Are they ſen- 
fible of their ingratitude, and humbly proſ- 
trate before me, ſuppliant for mercy ? Will 
they no more offend ? or rather are they not 
harden'd againſt me, and obſtinately deter- 
min'd to add iniquity to iniquity? And ſhall 
* Lake xix. 42. 

| the 


advantage, and grow the more bold in impie- 


r in arreſt of judgment, or why ſentence 
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the great and righteous judge of the earth, 
by putting up with theſe indignities, give 
occaſion to the enemy to mock at his threat- 
nings ? no, rather let them be monuments of 
my righteous vengeance. Awake, O {ſword ! 
But has mercy nothing to offer ? are they not 
a people call'd by my name? is there not a 
remnant among them who are yet faithful? 
Shall it be told among the heathen that I 
have departed from my covenant with Abra- 
ham, and given up mine heritage to reproach? 
true, they have rebelled againſt me, but ſhall 
I utterly deſtroy them? Is there no expedient 


to ſecure my honour in puniſhing fin without 


their exciſion? May I not viſit for their tranſ- 
greſſions without making them as Admah, 
or ſetting them as Zeboim ? Is not judgment 


my ſtrange work, and mercy my delight ? 


my heart is turn'd within me, my repentin 
— kindled together; and what is the iſſue? 
ut, 7 | 


III. 4 determination in their favour, © 1 


will not execute the fierceneſs of mine anger; 
I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim.” Not 
to chaſtiſe and rebuke where the law is fre- 


quently and wilfully violated, would be to 


the diſhonour of the law-giver, and betray 
his weakneſs or his indolence, and at once 
utterly to conſume, without any diſplay of 
mercy, where it was not abſolutely neceſſary, 
would be a fully upon the fountain of good- 


nels. 
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, nefs. It is not therefore ſaid they ſhould go 
altogether unpuni{h'd, but I will not execute 
the fierceneſs of my wrath, that is, I will not 
proceed to the utmoſt ' ſeverity. And this 
was made good in their yet continuing to be 
a people, in their enjoyment of the means of 
grace, and the bounties of. providence. They 
Were not as yet given up to the enemy, nor 
was the glory wholly departed from them. 
They had the miniſtry of the prophets, the 
liberty of the ſanctuary, the oracles of God 
were in their hands, and there was yet an 
opportunity for repentance: for each of theſe 
mercies they were highly indebted to the fa- 
vour and goodneſs of God; for nothing can 
be more dreadful than when he is pleaſed to 
write Loammi upon a nation calPd by his 
fame. In the Babyloniſh captivity to which 
they were afterwards given up for their ini- 
quities, how deſolate was their condition, with 
the loſs of all their civil and religious liberties, 
they were ſubjected to the cruel yoke of ſer- 
vitude and oppreſſion, the enemy continually 
inſulting them in their miſery ; Jeruſalem the 
boaſted city lying waſte, and the temple 
worſhip neglected, ſtrangers poſſeſſing the 
land; no ſecurity for the few who were left, 
as to the enjoyment of the fruit of their toil 
and labour, but violence and cruelty ſpread 
themſelves through the nation; and as this 
loudly proclaimed God's vengeance againſt 
ſin, ſo it was but little in compariſon of _ 
the 
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the ſame people aſterwards met with when 
they had filled up the meaſure of their. ini 
quities, aer raeß the Lord of glory, and 
rejecting the everlaſting goſpel, If we may 
credit an hiſtorian of their own, nation, in the 
tragical account he gives, of the beſieging and, 
taking of Jeruſalem, the moſt monſtrous har- 
barities were every where committed, whilſt 
the awful judgments of famine, ſword, and 
peſtilence were raging among them. Now as 
this was far from being the caſe of Iſrael, at 
the time of. the delivery. of, this prophecy, it 
muſt be ſuppos d how much ſoever God might 
chaſtiſe them, that he was not executing the 
fierceneſs of his anger; ſo that their continu- 
ing to enjoy the many privileges which they 
were poſſels'd of, was a full proof that what 
ever might ſeem to lie in the way, a reſolution 
was enter d into in their favour, I will not re; 
turn to deſtroy Ephraim, Nor was this the on'y 
inſtance in which God was pleaſed to deal ſo 
graciouſly with them; for the - Plalmilt tells 
us *, © though his wrath was kindled agaigſt 
them, ſo that he abhorr'd his own inhęri- 
tance, yet. many a time he deliver'd them; 
and tho? they. provok'd him with their coun- 
ſel, when they were brought low by their 
iniquity, he regarded their affliction, when 
he heard their cry, and remember'd for them 
his, covenant, and repented according to the 
multitude of his mercies:” Which leads me- 
* Pſalm cvii. 40. xliii. 47 5. 8 3174 
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IV. To the reaſon of this determination, 
for I am God and not man, the holy one in 
the midſt of thee”, We all know how ſubject 
human nature is to reſent ill uſage, Indignities 
and affronts, Where they are frequently re- 
peated, by perſons under ſtrong obligations 
to the contrary, will not eaſily meet with 
forgiveneſs; and had we as much power, and 


an opportunity equal to our inclinations, 


ſometimes to avenge our quarrel with a pro- 
voking adverſary, what confuſion, what deſo- 
lation wou'd follow-upon it! Now if we con- 
fider who the God is whom we offend, the 
high and lofty one who- inhabits eternity, the 
glorious ſovereign of both worlds; if we at- 
tend to the homage which is conſtantly paid 
him by angels, and reflect on the unſpotted 
purity-of his nature, and the exceeding great- 
neſs of his power, and add to it that his eyes 
behold, and his eye-lids try the children of 
men; that his enemies are in his hand, and 
mot hide themſelves from him, or fly from 
> preſence; whilſt we call to mind the 
ber, aggravations and wilful obſtinacy 

which they perſiſt in their rebellion, 
ay well ſay, Lord how is it that thou re- 


t thyſelf, He that cou'd frown a tranf- 
or into hell, and with a word fix the 
, and ſeal the deſtruction of the ſinner 
au him, that he ſhou'd let him alone one 
year after another, and prevent him with the 
bleſſings of his goodneſs, delay the — 
e | 5 
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of his Wrath, and bare with him ſo long, 


is a full proof that he is Jehovah, who 
changeth not, for otherwiſe he wow'd quick- 
ly be conſum'd. God has not left himſelf 


without a witneſs, All the works of his 


hand declare his eternal power and godhead, 


but his forbearance and patience, conſidering 


what has been done againſt him from Adam 
to this day, as fully proclaim that he is 
God and not man, as any of the works of crea- 
tion or providence. And as in this he ſhews 
himſelf to be the Lord God, gracious and 
merciful, long-ſuffering, and abundant in good- 
neſs, ſo when he ſays, I am God and not 
man, 1t may farther take in his ſteady regard 
to his purpoſes, and faithfulneſs to his pro- 


miſes. That God has choſen ſome to obtain 


ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt, is a doctrine 
of Revelation, and that the foundation of God, 
with reſpe& to his choice, ſtands ſure, is 
declar'd from his knowing who are his : Now 
as its more than propable, a great number of 
God's ele& were to ſpring from the Jews, who 
were in a profeſſion at the time of the delivery 
of this prophecy, it can be no unreaſonable 
ſuppoſition that God ſpar'd them that his pur- 
poſe according to election might ſtand ; had 
he made this people as Admah, they and 
theirs muſt have been immediately cut off, 
and ſo no opportunity have been given for the 
ſalvation of ſome who may be ſuppos'd to be, 


as veſſels of mercy, ordain'd unto eternal lite. 
D2 Provi- 
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IV. To the reaſon of this determination, 
«for I am God and not man, the holy one in 
the midſt of thee”. We all know how ſubject 
human nature is to reſent ill uſage. Indignities 
and affronts, Where they are frequently re- 
peated, by perſons under Tong obligations 
to the contrary, will not eafily meet with 
forgiveneſs ; and had we as much power, and 


an opportunity equal to our inclinations, 


ſometimes to avenge our quarrel with a pro- 
voking adverſary, what confuſion, what deſo- 
lation wou'd follow upon it! Now if we con- 
fider who the God is whom we offend, the 
high and lofty one who- inhabits eternity, the 
glorious ſovereign of both worlds; if we at- 
tend to the homage which is conſtantly paid 
him by angels, and reflect on the unſpotted 
purity-of his nature, and the exceeding great- 
neſs of his power, and add to it that his eyes 
behold, and his eye-lids try the children of 
men; that his enemies are in his hand, and 
mot hide themſelves from him, or fly from 
- preſence; whilſt we call to mind the 
ber, aggravations and wilful obſtinacy 
v + which they perſiſt in their rebellion, 
- - ay well ſay, Lord how is it that thou re- 


tt thyſelf, He that cou'd frown a tranf- 
or into hell, and with a word fix the 
, and ſeal the deſtruction of the ſinner 
au him, that he ſhou'd let him alone one 
year after another, and prevent him with the 
bleſſings of his goodneſs, delay the — 
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of his wrath, and bare with him ſo long, 


is a full proof that he is Jehovah, . who 
changeth not, for otherwiſe he wou'd quick- 
ly be conſum'd. God has not left himſelf 


without a witneſs, All the works of his 


hand declare his eternal power and godhead, 


but his forbearance and patience, conſidering 
what has been done againſt him from Adam 


to this day, as fully proclaim that he is 
God and not man, as any of the works of crea- 
tion or providence. And as in this he ſhews 
himſelf to be-the Lord God, gracious and 
merciful, long-ſuffering, and abundant in good- 
nels, ſo when he ſays, I am God and not 
man, it may farther take in his ſteady regard 
to his purpoſes, and faithfulneſs to his pro- 
miſes. That God has choſen ſome to obtain 
ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt, is a doctrine 
of Revelation, and that the foundation of God, 
with reſpe& to his choice, ſtands ſure, is 
declar'd from his knowing who are his: Now 
as its more than propable, a great number of 
God's ele& were to ſpring from the Jews,who 
were in a profeſſion at the time of the delivery 
of this prophecy, it can be no unreaſonable 
ſuppoſition that God ſpar'd them that his pur- 
poſe according to election might ſtand; had 
he made this people as Admah, they and 
theirs muſt have been immediately cut off, 
and ſo no opportunity have been given for the 
falvation of ſome who may be ſuppos'd to be, 
as veſſels of mercy,ordain'd unto eternal lite. 

D 2 Provi- 
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Froyidential diſpentations 877 ſquare with 
he diy ine purpoſes. Beſides God had promiſed 
to Abraham in the covenant which he made 
with him, that in his ſeed all the families of 
the earth ſhou'd be bleſſed; now had he de- 
ftroy'd their nation before the coming of the 
Meſſiah, he had fail'd in this engagement: 
from a regard therefore to his own glory, he 
declares I will not execute the fierceneſs of my 
wrath, for I am God and not man; my coun- 
{cl ſhall Rand, and I will do all my plea- 
ſure; the word which is gone out of my 
mouth ſhall certainly be accompliſh'd. And 
with this view, the ſcripture ſo often men- 
tions * God's remembrance of his covenant, 
as the reaſon of his merciful appearances in 
fa vour of the Jews. And to this it is added, 
I am the holy one in the midſt of the, this 
one wou'd think ſhou'd have been a reaſon 
for his pouring out his vengeance upon them ; 
but as mercy and truth are met together, 
righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each o- 
ther, through the mediation of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; ſo God can in this way be juſt, 
and holy, in diſpenſing of bleſſings to the unwor- 
thy, as well as in the inflicting of puniſh- 
ment on the finally impenitent, So that in 
this view it is with a glory to his holineſs, 
that he ſays, I will not return to deſtroy E- 
phraim: Some indeed look upon the phraſes 
as exegetical, and ſo underſtand little more 
* Pſalm cxi. 45. | 
SF | by 
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by the holy one in the midſt of thee, than I 
am God and not man; that is, I have for 
a great while appear'd to be thy God; my 


name has been for many generations the hol 


one of Iſrael, and there are yet among you viſi- 
ble remains of my theocracy, theretore I will 
not utterly give you up. Others with a pecu- 
liar force and beauty read the words thus, 
„Though I am the holy one, yet being in 
the midft of thee, therefore I will not de- 
ſtroy thee, though my holineſs ſeems to de- 
mand it, yet Zion is my dwelling place. 
There, and there only am I acknowledg'd in 
a Way worthy of me, and conſonant to my 
will. The enemy ſhall not therefore reproach 
me as if I had raſhly fixd my name there, 
or precipitantly departed from it.“ Upon the 
whole, it is certain God founds his reaſons en- 
tirely on himſelt, and ſo ſecures the glory of 
this diſpenſation to his free and undeſerved 
goodneſs; and of this the ſaints are fo abun- 
dantly ſatisfied, that in every age when they 
have been praying for national, as well as re- 
lative or perſonal bleſſings, they have ſaid 
with the prophet, O Lord, to us belongeth 
confuſion of face, becauſe we have ſinned a- 
gainſt thee, but to thee, O Lord, belong 


mercies, and forgiveneſles, incline thine ear, 


therefore, and hear; for we do not preſent 
our ſupplications betore thee tor our righteoul- 
neſſes, but for thy great mercies. 

From 
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From what has been ſaid we may take 
occaſion to obſerve, . | ON 
1. The comfort which the faints and they on- 
ly may take in the proſpect of God's contending 
with a people or nation among whom th 

_ dwell. The Lord is at peace with them in his 
ſon, and his promiſe runs, either to ſecure them 
in chambersof his own providing, till the indig- 
nation be over paſt, or to receive them to himſelf 
as their portion and exceeding great reward; 
he is in the midſt of them, and therefore they 
ſhall not be greatly moved; they are his jewels, 
and therefore he will take care of them. If 
Sodom muſt be deſtroy'd becauſe of its wick- 
edneſs, meſſengers are diſpatch'd to righteous 
Lot to ſecure him from the impending ruin, 
and how remarkable are the words of the 
angel when Lot pleaded for a liberty to turn 
into Zoar, leaſt ſome evil ſhou'd overtake 
him in the mountain, *“ See, ſays he, I have 
accepted thee concerning this thing ; alſo, that 
I. will not overthrow this city, for the which 
thou haſt ſpoken. Haſte thee, eſcape thither, 
tor I cannot do any thing till thou be come thi- 
ther”, Noah has an ark provided for himſelf 
and his family,whena deluge from God deſtroy- 
ed an ungodly world. Goſhen is diltinguiſh- 
ed when God viſits Egypt with his plagues, 
and the Iſraelites are fate whilſt the firſt- born 
of the Egyptians are cut off; and numberleſs 
inſtances of the ſame kind might be produced. 
* Gen. xix. 21, 22. 
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and the reaſon of this is not becauſe there is 
not matter of condemnation in the ſaints, 
conſider'd in themſelves; for the beſt of them 
have reaſon to join the Pſalmiſt when he ſays*, 
“Lord enter not into judgment with thy ſer- 
vant, for in thy ſight no fleſh living can 


be juſtified.” They are chargeable with 


many provocations, but the Lord is pleaſed 
not to impute their treſpaſſes unto them; 
and having takeh them into his ſpecial 
favour, - he diſtinguiſhes them in his protec- 
tion when it is for his glory and their good ; 
for ſometimes they fall in a common cala- 
mity, but they have always the advantage 
there is no curſe in their affliction; and as 
they are in ſome inſtances taken away from 
the evil to come, ſo whenever, or under 
what circumſtances ſoever they die, they en- 
ter immediately into the peaceful manſions 
of undiſturbed bliſs. — So that let the clouds 
gather never ſo faſt, when God is viſibly 
coming out of his place to puniſh the inha- 
bitants of the earth, they have the name of 
the Lord, as a ſtrong tower, to repair to, 
his promiſe to depend upon, and may be fa- 
tisfied that he will be their refuge, and a 
very preſent help in the time of trouble. Tf 
he ſays to Ephraim, How ſhall I give thee 
up, and declares to Iſrael, I will not execute 
the fierceneſs of mine anger, who were who. 
of them only his people by profeſſion, wi 
he be unmindful of his children? no, what- 
Palm. cxliii, 2. 
| ever 
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ever he may do with the hypocrite. and un. 
believer, theſe he will never leave nor for. 
ſake; trouble they may have, but when they 
walk thro? the fire or the water, he will be 
with them, and in the dark valley of the 
ſhadow of death, his rod and his ſtaff ſhall 
comfort them. The ſame providence which 
brings a ſwift deſtruction to his enemies, is 
only a fatherly rebuke and chaſtiſemient -to 
his friends; All things work together for 
their good; they ſhall never perith : If he 
corrects them, it is with judgment, not in his 
anger; for as a father pities his children, fo 
the Lord pities them who fear him: Let 
what event ſoever turn up in the courſe of 
providence, happy is the man who is in ſuch 
a caſe ; yea, abundantly happy is the perſon 
whoſe God is the Lord. And this is far from 
being inconſiſtent with an exhortation 


2. To be ſerious, as in the fight of God, in 
our enquiries how far we have been. con- 
cern'd in that guilt which might juſtly. pro- 
yoke the Lord to make us as Admah, and ſet 
us Zeboim. That this is and has been for 
a great while the caſe of this nation, is ra- 
ther to be lamented than diſputed, ſince 
all the foremention'd abominations, and a 
great many more, are prevailing among us. 
Let us then lay our hands on our hearts, and 
examine what has been our conduct? have 
we not too much countenanc*d the profane- 
neſs of others by our own careleſſneſs? Ws 

they 
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they not taken an advantage from the diſor- 
ders in our convetſation to ſtrengthen them- 
ſelves in wickedneſs, and reproach that holy 
name whereby we are called? have we pri- 
vately lamented, and publickly reproved the 
ſinful practices of others? or rather, have 
we not too much fallen in with, and been 
ready to follow the multitude to do evil? 

What has been our zeal for truth? have 
we withſtood the enemy, and boldly declar'd 
on the ſide of Jeſus? openly avow*d his cauſe, 
and in all converſations has it appear'd that 
We are far from being aſham'd of the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt? or rather, have we not been 
treacherous to our Redeemer, in courting 
the eſteem of men, too much fearful of lo- 
ſing their reſpe, tho? to the manifeſt hazard 
of his honour, and the peace of our own 
eonſciences? are there noremonftrancesof mind 
with reſpect to a cowardly ſilence, where we 
ought to have been warmly pleading his cauſe? 
Again, do net our hearts reproach us 
for the neglect of cloſet and family wor- 
ſhip? and where is that appetite to, and re- 
liſh of the proviſion of God's houſe, which 
we once experienc'd? How ſeldom are we 
engaged in religious duties, and then with 
what coldneſs and indifference are they per- 
form'd? are we not in theſe inſtances fallen 
from our firſt. love? If ſo then, let us be free 
and open in our confeſſions, lie low before 
God in our humiliations, be earneſt and im- 
b E portunate 
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portunate with him in our ſupplications; 
that he would have mercy on us according 
to his loving kindneſs, and according to the 
multitude ot his tender mercies, blot out our 
tranſgreſſions. Tis to no purpoſe to deny, 
conccal, or extenuate our guilt; let us rather 
ſay with the returning prodigal, Father we 
have ſinned againſt heaven, and in thy ſight. 
We are chargeable with revolting from thee, 
but do thou heal our backſlidings, and take 
away all iniquity from us, and receive us 
graciouſly, and ſo will we render thee the 
calves of our lips; and for our encourage- 
meat, let us remember there is an advocate 
with the father, whoſe blood ſpeaks better 
things than that of Abel. And finally, 

Let us mingle our praiſes with our prayers, 
in the remembrance of God's mercy and for- 
bearance. Hitherto he has been ſaying, how 
ſhall I give you up? How eaſily and kow 
Eur might he have cut us off, even from 

eing a people, long before this; but he has 
wanted that he might be gracious ; let us not 
therefore deſpiſe the riches. of his goodneſs 
and long-ſuffering, but remember that the 
deſign of it is to lead us to repentance ; and as 
the beſt evidence of our gratitude to God for 
his patience, whilſt we are ſighing and mourn- 
ing over the evils which are in the midſt of 
us, may we endeavour in his ſtrength to ſe- 
parate ourſelves from this corrupt generation, 
by keeping a conſcience void of offence. 1 
| wards 
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wards God and man. If we wou'd not ſhare : 
in their plagues, we muſt endeavour to avoid 
their fins. That God has a controverſy with 
this land is certain, and how ſoon he may 
take it up we know not. We are under 
manifeſt tokens of his diſpleaſure as to ſpiri- 

tuals, the glory is viſibly departing from us; 

ſhall we not therefore ſtir up ourſelves to 
lay hold of him? Who knows but his heart 
may turn within him, and his repentings be 
kindled together? However, whether we 
are ſo happy as to prevail for a God- provo- 
king people, we may from the abundance of 
his mercy hope to be hid in the day of his 
anger; for the promiſe to ſuch as theſe is, 
that he will ſpare them as a man ſpares his 
ſon who ſerves him. e 
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